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are designed Yo overeowms the last romnants of protest against the
palpable uvntruths znd inconsistencles o wiieh the Marxist phil=
asophy has to resort in order to keep pace with the domestle and
foreign policies of the Scoviet Unicn. Ap snalysils of the educa-
tional system used in the Karl Marx Acaden) furnishes an up-to-date
and reasonably acecurate nicture of the cuwrrent Party doctrine.
Since SED polileies are closely linked with the policey planning of
the Russian Communist Party, it shonpld be possible to draw ceriain
broad inferences on the letiter. The lectires and saminars on the
official History of the CP SU (USSR}, thoizh ostensibly concerned
with past events, shouid be carefully oh.ePved. ALl indoctrination
medla of the Communist Party have heen c¢ommiiied to convince Party
menters that this History - and in pavrtiomnlar the methods rescrted
to by the founders of Bolshevism in over-oming the many obstacles
2stride the road lsading to the dictatoriinlp of the proletariat -
can be applied with egual force today. 1 that respect it wounld

ba no exaggeration to say that, in furthyring the sims of world
Communism, the Short Histery of the CP (UBSR) now is as important
to that movement as Hitler's "Yein Kamp!' was to National Scelalism.
Tectures given by a visiting leeturer - ih propertion to his posi-
tion and willingness to comment on curs at toplies = in sowme in=
stances contribute valuable source mate lal on Cowmunist Party
planning. It stands to reason that somi of those lecturers spsal-
ing before the cream of the Communist functlonary corps do not
Lesitate occasionally to talk freely.

Seme - of the Aecademy students will ultimately reach the upper brackets
of the Party hievarchy. In assessing thely dominant personaliliy
traits, one would have to take into actount their scholastle record
and personal views during this format’ve phase of their Party

oAreera :

The repert which follews is a detallcd description of the school
admlnistration, faculties, courses aii methods of iastruction, student
1ife and Pariy activitiles and geneve) vonditions of the RKerl Marx
Academy .

2
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8. TInstructors with families 11t In Klein-lachiow. Some cf them,
besldes teaching at scheol, ccupy functionsry positions in the
Incal Party Fwoupu (This acilvity should not be confused with the
Party undt, called Stalin, whieh 1s compeged of the Instructor
body of the school). Personel visits, hike og eve ., are undesir.
able if they involve unmarvicl instructors and students. TIllicit
aifaelrs between Jasirvaciovs ¢d Ffemele etzdaﬂts are not comntenanced.
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Lad

9, 9The following are instructors:

Hoifgang Clausnitzer
Herrmann Nafiroth
Wolfpang Schiel {Folit/Economy)
{fnu) Puls
Goetz Scharf {Philosophy)
sascha Gruettner
argot Taut

nu) Bergmann .
25X1
10 The Farty Directoraie of the one-year study course is composed as
follows:
s, ‘The Pol/Leiier is_Artur Franke, an official of the Bast Berlin
Criminal Folice./ 25X1
Y. 'The Org/leiter is Hannl Gloeckner. 3ne is the first secretary
of the distwrict headUUﬂ?bLIo of the National Front organization
in the Waatnh itz .
25X1
. Ilse Wittwika is the editor cf the bulletin board newspaper.
in baxony«ﬂzhalt she edits the news orvrgan cof The ihh@t‘OPeP 83
anf thne ilandesvorstand of that land./
25X1
4. Hans-Gustav Schrceter is the functicrary for competitions and
. extra-curricular activities. ilis position is that of @ Referent
in the Ministry for Foreign Trade of the DDR, - =
L | 25x1
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e. Artur Humpich is functionary for sozizl and health affairs. 25X1

i. Prong Hoeppner is functilonary for oultural affeirs. His positien
is that of section chief of Abtellung Kulitur und Erziehung in the
landesvorstand of Land Mecklsnburg. / 25X1

7. Brigitte Zech 1s the funciionsry for sporss. She is teacher in
s district Party school, \ 25X1

., ¥mlter Mickin is the responsible funcltionn:
18 the first chairzmen cf the VN in I
Anferent in the Abteilung Massenagits

stand Brandenbure.

gy for studies. He
and Arandenburg snd a
slon of the S5¥D Landesvor-

25X1

tigl students propoged py L wder section
..... The recommendation ol the secretariat ol
Kader section of the Party Directorate (Parteivorstand)
~h walkes the rinal selection from the names submitied by all ths
Wesvorstaende. The names of those selected are submitted to the
roiitbéico fovr final confivmation. IF the availzble quots has not
peen Filled, eftherbecause the Landesvorstsends falied to submll =
s ietent number of candidatas or because the Farty Directorate
tnened dowa too many of them, it 1s up te the Polithiiro to decide
whether the quota is to be filled from a subsidlery list. Fanction~
srles whose names are pisced on the subsidiary 1ist are summoned to
s admission Lest Dy & specian directive of the Folitblrs.

§

rondidates are regulred to umdergo an admission test conducted by a
Landesverband. The Party Dirvectorate, however, 1s represented on
this commission by 2 member of 1vs Kader section anc by & member of

T.its training secution. The test lg partly theoreticel and partly an

szamipation of the candidate's curriculum vit

., The latter part is

P82-00457R005100030009-7
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done by direct questioning designed to ferret out contradictions
netween data supplied in the curriculum vitae and the candidate's
verbal statemenis. It 18 no mere formality. In fact it 1is usu-
ally carried out by a skilled investigator who endeavors to probe
into the hidden depths of the candidate's past life and who re-
sorts te all mammer of tricks to trip up the candidate. Blunt
gquestions varied with upnabashed insults are formulated to break
the candidate's reserve. Nervous kreakdowns amd crying fits are
not uncommon. The second test lasts two days. It consists of a i
written and an oral test and is given in the school.

In the selection of & candidate, special stress is placed upcn

his practical experience as a Party worker, his Party allegiance

and his social origin. A secondary factor 1is the candidate's

theore:ical knowledge. Ceondidates whose personal guestionnalre

leaves a question of even minor slgnificance unanswered are not

admitted. Any cendidate who has been a prisoner of the Western

powerg is automaticaily disqualified.  Speclal velue is attached

to female candidates. The current study course has been filled {
mainly with young functionaries whose average age 1is 24 years. ;

District party school {Kreisparteischule) instructors-form a
sizeable part of the student body in a study course. District
functionaries, especially Party training specialists (Referat :
Parteischulung ', Lend functionaries especially desk heads (Refer~ ;
snten) and Instrukteure and newspaper editors are represented In
considerable numbers. There are comparatively few members of the
Party Directorate {Parteivorstand). A strong representation of
trade union (FDGB), youth (FDJ), cooperative (Konsum) and other
mass organization functionaries attend the one-year study course.

Among +the better known functiocnaries attending the one-year course ogy4
is Paul V.essel, a member of the secretariat of the Politburo and
shairman of the Lconomics Committee cf the FPeoples' Farliament
{Yolkska 3

l Herber s Gessner, polltical commentacor of tne Berlinl
RandIunk, inz Brandt, former head of the press sectlon of the
Tandesvorstand Berlin, and Rudi Wetzel, ghe chief editor of the
“Neuer Wweg® are attending the nine-month course.

There is a tendency anmong weak and mediocre stndents to attack
prominent Pariy functionaries attending the courses during dis=
cussions with particular vehemence. This spirit of opposition
makes itself felt whenever Heinz Brandt and Rudi Wetzel particti-
pate in a debate. Fersistent attempts are made to show them up,
which in the case of Rudi Wetzel appear to coincide with the de-~
sires of the school board which has not forgotten that he once
ariticized their teaching methods in an article published by the
monthly "Neuer Weg".

The basie unit of study is the seminar. It is composed . of be-
tween 20 and 25 students. Each seminar bears a srpecial name.
Giving free rein to its fancy, the school hzs chosen such names
as Kirov, Kalinin, Dimitrov, ete. The seminar is also the basic
Party unit, the Gruppe. The seminars elect a group leader, a
deputy group leader and three functionaries for culture, compe-
+ition and editorizl work. The above-mentioned functlonaries are
put up for election by the FParty Directorate of the school. The
group leader himsel{ aproints z srorts functionary snd a functionary
for social znd health welfare, After the seminar has been con-
stituted, the first business transacted 1s the mutual introduc-
tion, i.e., each student presents ! life history in free speech.
frech Saturday between 11 AF and 1 P the members of the seminar
discuss internal affairs of their group. The terms seminar and
group, the latier denoting a basic Farty unit of the school, are
interchangeable. In practicel parlance, however, the term “group”
is used most of the time even In connection with scholastic af~
fairs. Each group has 1ts own classroom. One tescher 1s desig-
nated as principal of the class. However, he need not be identi-
ecal with the instructor rumning the seminar. Three hours of
seminur in the classroom follow self-study periods. Each seminar
Approved For Release W82-00457R005100030009-7

25X1



20.

- s | 25X1
Approved Fiayfeiaase 200308/ RIA-RDRASNIASTRO051h0030009-7 | 25X1

e

deals at most with three or four important problems raised in

the preceding lecture. Students are expected {o engage in i
dynamic discussions (kaempferisch) during the seminar. The !
students themselves rmust criticize and refute unclear or false !
formulations vith vigor.

At present the following three besic study courses are under
way:

a. A nine-month course, scheduled to terminate some time in :
May 195C. It is attended by experienced Party workers ;
{some of whom already occupy leading positions in the Party) :
sent to school in order to brush up on their theoretical
knowled:ze. The next nine-month course is scheduled to com-
mence in September 1950. The nine-month course hes proved
to be z success and will continue to be given. It is at-
tended by approximately 150 students.

b. The twae-year course, which has already been given twice
gince the schcol was started, is scheduled to end in Decem-
ber 1950. It 1s believed that after this one has ended no
more two=ycar sourses, at least for the time being, will
be orgunized. The main objections against its retention
are based on the fact that the unavailability of function-
aries for practleal Farty work for such 2 long time im-
poses a severe itraln on an already under-strength function-
ary corps. Furihermore, 1t has been found that greduates
from thils coursc have been allenated from practical work
and. turned intc theoreticlans and specizlists. The course
is attended by 2 little less than 50 students.

c. The one-year course, of which the current is the first. It
is scheduled to terminate in December 1950. An extension,
nowever, is not ruled out. Under eny circumstances soue of
the students will be held back in order to do posi=graduate
work, or to be employed as teachers, or to be enrolled in
the Journzlilsty’ course.

Cu

4 specizl courie, called Dozentenkurs, for educators, which
lasts three monthe and which is scheduled to end in liay
1950, is designed to train university teachers for the per-
formance of political work.

e. Resides the ahove-mentioned rourses, there cre short courses
lasting between threc days and four weeks, OSpecial training
is glven to public administration functionaries, cultural
functionaries, and FParty proragandists. Other speclal
courses are devoted to the teaching of the history of the
CP USSR (B).

Heretcfore the school curriculum was built around a system of -
nistorical chronology in the sense thet all of the facultles at

a glven time were focusing on a specific period in the historical
development of mankind. Students were given & volce ir the de~
cisions to which faculty they should be attached., Thi: system

nc longer exists. Todsy the study centers on the departnents
themselves which are strictly separat:d from each other. Under
the new system which wes adopted at tie time the cne-year course
started, the students have to pass threough all the departments

in the following order:

Marxism and the national question )
Basic Problems (theory of the state, the classes, ete.).

a. History of the CFP USSR (B)
b. Philosorphy

¢. ¥Polit/Economlcs

d distory

P

P

Lectures take place in the reneral assembly hall (Aula). They
are attended by the whole course. Baced or the lecture the
faculty prepares a bibliography as an aid Jor seli-study. Each
lecture is zllotted an averare of between 18 to 25 hours of
self studv. The lecture itself lasts for three hours. Students
are expected to take notes as completely 28 possible. Based on

Approved For Release 2098/88/4 : CIA-RDP82-30457R005100030009-7 25X1
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these notes the students, durins the time set aslde for sell study
prepare extracts for entry into their note books. The note books
are checked at infrequent intervals.

Iecturers on a given subject inclu’ed In the curriculum are se-
lected by the members of the feculty. Lecturers are either mem-
bers of the instructor body or brougbt in from the cutside. A
lecturer is required tc submit his lecture completely in writing
two weeks in advence of the dzte set for its delivery. The
school board passes on it. It is no longer yermiss ble to de-
iiver lectures not previously submitted. This measure rrew out
of the school discussion with the case of Thiel. (See para.32).
Cutside lecturers uswally occupy lesding rositions in the Party
or in the administreative apparatus of the DDR. Among them are
Hanna Wolff who heads the consultation bureau of the Farty Direc-
terate (rarteijvorstandd, Dr. Tricda Rubiner who btelongs to
Abteilung Farteischulung of the Farty Directorate, Kurt Fischer
the chief of the Nain Administration of the Feoples' Police,
Stefan Heymann who heads the Culture and Eduretiorn Section of

the Party directorate, Schneidewind, a member of the Party Train-
ing Sectlion of the Partelvorstand, Fred Celssner, chief editor

of the "Einheit", and particularly Anton Ackermann, the Secretary
of State 1n the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The 4department "History of the CP USSR (B)" devotes a major por-
tion of its allotted time to traching the uncovering of the Trotsky-
ist and Bukharin conspiracy and to the practical conclusions which
*he Bolshevists have drawn therefrom. EBefore golng on their

ster vacations all students were ¢iven & mlmeograrhed copy of
Stalin’s speech before the Central Cormittece of the Communist
Farty of the Soviet Union in 1935, dealing with the subject "3hort-
comings of Party Work." Although students were permitted to keep
thils peper, 1t was siressed that this vaper was meant tc be used
in school only and that due care should be taken not to let it
fall into the wrong hands. Anton Ackermenn in two lectures im-

25X1

pressed the students with the importance of the abbreviated Histery

of the CP USSR (B), emphasizing that the SED could accomplish its

ends only by letting itsell be pgulded in its decision down to the

amallest detall by the experiencec of the CP of the USSR, An ex~

tended period of studying at home was ailmed st making certain that
this lesson was well learned. :

The studies of the school center around Stelin and his works. The
process of deification of Stalin is pushed with ever increasing
vigor, to heights which it is difficult, for an outsider, tc com-
prehend. There is no surer means of courtinﬂ popularity with the
school than to launch into sdulatory cutbur’to whenever the oppor-~
sunity presents itself. There is no surer means of countering un-
popularity than teo talk about Stalin. Tests are preponderantly
made wup of questions on 5%talin's Life History. There is an endless
suncession of questions iike: That is the historical and inter-
national importance of Stalin relative to.....What kind of medals
are worn by Stalint  Blaling the Lenin of today, etc. Therc sre 23
standard answers, which the students learn by heart, to the ques-

that answers submitted to these questions furnish a particuliarly
sure indication as to whether the answers stem from the heart or
merely from the intellect. In this connecticn there has been a
highly significant change in the reneral apyroach to the discussion
of’ 8talints philosophy: Vhereas in the past year this approach was
mainly coné¢itioned by human reason and -ldeas were communticated in a
rational fashion, leading disciples of Stalin like Ackermann and
Delssner and in particulay the instructors of the school now em-
phasize that ideas have to be projected not so much by the head as
by the heart. As a corollary it no lcnger causes embarrassnment

if a lecturer in dwelling on Stalin's virtues and infallibility
waxes into a state choked with emotion. The distalf side of the
student body in particular makes ample use ~f what has been de-
sceribed by a student not yet fully initiated as '"cheap emotional
tricks."

B
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24. More than bexorq theoretical problems on War, Feace and Revolu~

ulon are presented. The military rrogram developed by Lenin for
nge of the proletariat heq beer particularly stressed in several
dectures. In a leciure Lekermann exrlaincd thet this is so be-
zause of misw merstanqinr and false ideas cn the imrortant issue
>f the just and unjust war. ~Ackermann said that there is a
great deal of confusion on thls 1ssue among the German working
ass. There were %wo mijor types of deviation, one which could
st be charscterized as "Sozial Chauvinismus", the other con-
ning war s such and ssresading the false theory that there was
such thing as a just whr. The trangmutatilon of Farxism into.
nacifism is & ssrious wealmess of our Farty members. We have to
A lnss has to suprort a

ut it into their heads tkat the working cla
just war with all its mears, Faclfism is nothing but peace clap-
ﬁrap? rirmarcie, delusion of the masgses, ald to war mongers. The
wasses must be disabused of the novlon that prayers snd resoln-
*'unﬂ are by themselves to preserve peace. Pacifist peace de-
3ires should be rerlaced by an active fight for peace.

1Cﬁ ermenn also stzted that the re-militariration of the Russian

ne and the formation of the Feoples' Police had not even in the
ety met with full vnderdtanding For the same reason, Ackermann
ndicated tha’ pacifism in every shage and forr will be subjected
to sharp attacks., Seminavrs have concerned tnemselives in consider-
able detail with the role played by opaciflsts in the World and in
Yestern Germsny. £ geners. finding has beesn that as a rule raci-
fist organizetions are in lhe hands of American Imperizslists and
are working in theilr behall, The herolce deeds of tLe Red Army and
its internaticnal significance arve belng rropagendired extensively.
Great imporvence 1s sttached to the contention thaet 1t was the
soviet Union which single-handed won the gecond world way and which
saved the fmericans and the British Ivom defeat in Western REurope
by Jaunching azn offensive. Allled supnlles only constituted ﬁ%
the total of supplies nueded by the Red Aruy, part of which
have never been used becaune thelr quality wss such that the
fgviet war economy conld rot use them.

o
=ty

25. The imvending dlsmissal of Joseph Winternitz, the head of the
Harx~Bngela-~Lenin stitule, was for the fivst tiwe brought inte
the oven in @ lecture given by I a wolfr wefore the school in
February 1950C. niaiernit(* she stated., had written an article
for "Linheilt® (Heft ?,Pelu10501 entitled "Von Stalin Lernen” (to

iearn from Stalin). In %his article he had the impudence to

irv Stalin Into the dirl, *to depreclate his importance as a

1ooreu1cian end to dwell on ceriain mistakes which Stalin - wilth

modesty so characterislic of the man - mentioned in the preface

03
4

3 o]
%6 his collected volumes, All this i1s bound to lead to a lowering
of the esteem in which Slalin is held by the reszders of the article.

it was not the first time that wWinternitz rermitted himself sueh
devigtions. He and the editorial staff of *Einhelit!, who had dis-
nlaved shocking lack of dillgence, would be called to account.
Oeiauner,in a lecture belore the school in Hareh also dealt wit
the sccomplishments of the Marx-Ingeis-Lenin nnbnﬁ¢utu and par-
ftlcularly stressed the tnd impression made on him when Dr. Klaus
iling, the chilef editor of "Einhelt", was summoned before the
ty Directeorate. Yweiling, who is a natural scientist, had been
ascheduled to duliver 2 lgeture on Lysenko, the Soviet geneticist,
This lecture was subsequently cancelled,

.

19

27. Foremost among the zusst lecturers was Anton Ackermsnn, His lse-
- tures enjoy sreat populalrity among the students and meel with a
great deal of spplavse. Frieda Rubiner gave two lectures on

“ussian History in the 19th Cerntury. Her lectures convey exten-~
sive knowledge in the fields of culture and liiterature as well,
They lesve a great deal to be desired in structure and rhetoriecal
delivery = D}obabl cue to Rubiner's age. The apvrlause is more
on indication of the respect in which she is reld as a rersonality
than of an arprreciztion oF her lectuvres. iHanna .oifl alse pave
twe lectures. Ghe is very foou7a" s a lect to be
of Stalints most Pa?inP"n aneontrenising folliowers, she
was the first Lo atuack W i snd the oditors of "Rinheii!
in vevry violent terms. Furt i ., bthe chiel of the ¥ain Ad-
ministr WQVMFWIQMMIOWLJQIA Rmm-oommomoosooﬁsq vole

B | 25X
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played by the Party of Bolsheviks in the great Var of Liberation.

He harangusd on the glorificstion of Stalin, the importance of the
Bovlet secience of war under Stalin and details on the battles

waged by the Red Army. His lecture, although it lacked sound theow
retical foundation, met with great anplaunse, Erich Glueckaus, the
head of the \iestbliro in the Party Directorate, lectured on the idec-
logical stabliization of the XPD in Westorn Germany, His lecture
ecentered around the resolution passed at the l4th conference of the
Party Directorate of the KPD on 28~30 December 1949, In Mareh the
school recelved a visit from the principal of the larsaw Party Academy
who lectured on the work performed in his institution. It is plannad
to intensify contacts belween the two schools. ‘

Training methods as practiced in the school are still in flux, trends
pointing in the direction of an ever closer slaptation to the Soviet
Party schooling system as developed in the Lenin Academy. A visit

pald by Hans Teeubner, the head of the Lehrabtellung, and Fred Oelssuer,
chief editor of "Die Linheit", to the USSR in February of this vear,
was to acqualnt the functionaries with the scheoling methods adopted
in Soviet Party schools. Reforms are now being inifiasted which are a
direet outgrowth of their findlngs and conclusions. It can be expected
that a further novation will soon be introduced which has likewise
been imported from the USSR, It consists of short lectures given by
meubers of the seminar who make a summary of sub~theres. These short
lectures are then made the topic for discussion in a seminar. Another
new feakture will be the introduction of correspondence courses (Fern-
studium) especially for the benefit of leading functionaries and for
acadeny graduates. Particlpants will presumably be excused from duty
(Parteiorbeit) one day a eek. On that day they will be required to
engagedn home study, to prepare their theses and to sond in their
answers. As a corollary to the increased emphasis on schooling, the
system of deputation will be further developed, reguiring each func-
tionary to train a deputy equipped to take over his duties at & moment's
notice., This system has the following advantages: functionaries will

be readily available for enrollment in Pariy schools, for assignment
to a new funetion and for immediate dismissal if neccessary. On the
debit side it should be noted that this system would entall an enormous
Kader increase. Other reorganizational moves projected for November
have not as yet becowme known.

With the exception of Harxlsm and the Nautional Guestion and Practical
Party Politiecs, the names of the six departments connote the “nubjects
vhich are studled at the Karl Uarx Svhule. Vhen.the student completes
the ingtructlon given by one departument, he takes a written intermedi-
ate test. This test consists of individuval questicns presented to each
student, Before the test, the student is told on what subjects he ecan
expect to . be tested. Then follows an oral tesht given by two seminar
leaders., Thle oral test is attended by the members of the other
seminar, This serves as a refresher course for the students and 1n
addition aceustoms the student who is being examined to deliver his
thoughts in an unrchearsed speech before an audicncs. This method

was learned dn the USSR and for the first time introduced in the one-
year course. In practice theoral test is handled as Tollows: each
student draws a question, is given ten minutes time to prepare hine
self and then holds forth on the subject. Subsequently he is subjeeted
to a theoretical cross-exemination by the tuo examiners. The tesk of
each sutdent lasts between twenty and thirty minutes. Students are
graded on the basls of their written and oral tests. after the first
few weeksso~culled Studiénaktivisten are s2lected from among the menme
bers of the seminar, whbdse task it is to holp along those of their
fellow-students who are wecak in theoretical questions.

There is a distinet trond to restrict straight porty activities in
favor of more extensive studies. Heretofore, study courses inclu-~
ded four weeks of practical work spent in industrial plants,
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Party district headguarters, etc. The current one-year study
course has derarted from %this custom for the first time. Only
once a week, on Wwednesdays, 7~10 P, students devete time to

the study of Farty directives or read articles in the rarty press
that hzve been declared regulred. The grourn and course Party
leadership is changed once every six months. All members attend-
ing the study course elect the Party Directorate on the basis of
& slate prepared by the Party directorate of the school. Nomina~
tions for the second election are submitted by the Party Director-
ate of the course about to be relieved. The Fartiy Directorate

of the course consists of seven members. The Party Directorate
of the course is in direct liaison with the Farty Directorate of
the school. 1Its assigned task is to settle all questions per-
taining to the rumning of the course. It sets the subjeet to

be discussed af the meetings of the classes on Ffaturday. It 1s
the conmecting 1link between the individual student and the school
voard. ¢ctudents attending the one-year study course are the
first to pay their Party dues to the shop group of the Party Di-
rectorate, Criticism and self-criticism will become more and more
important in Party schooling and therefore in Farty schools. In
practical terms, criticism and self-criticism are being executed
as follows:

A student has for some reason exposed himself to criticism. This
calls for a publiz eccounting to be rendered in the presence of
the Party unit he belongs to. In many instances the Farty unit
will look for flaws in the past history of :r: member as having
brought about the conditilion %o which exception is tsken. Conse-
quently it will be incumbknt upon the member first of all to re-
late his 1life Listory and to perrmit himself to be guestioned on
even the minutest detail regarding certain phases of his rpast,

At this stage the member will have to take particular care to
avoid a slip of the tongue which will immedistely bs selzed upon
and interpreted. Very often the note underlying = series of gques-
tions can be easily fathomed, even when the guestioner does not
flatly state what he is after. If, however, the person under
questioning attempts to antieipate the specific charge to which
he feels questions are building up, he will uswvally maneuver him-
self into a much worse position. By defending himself against

an accusation thet has yet to be made, he by implication admits
that in his mind at least, the violation of which he has not been
specifically accused has as a possibllity entered his mind.

He who. submits no questions will in the long run &lso expose him-
self to suspicion. As a result, the questlons asked are frequently
downright silly, or are designed to draw out the accused on un-
interesting details of hils private life.

As a basic rule there 1s nothing in a Party member’s past, noi
ezcluding his most intimate affairs, concerning which he conld
refuse accountabllity to Fariy and colleagues. As a rule the
serutiny of a person's life history will lead to the desired re-
sults.

A funeticnapy indicating to the accused which rarticular part of
hig 1ife history is considered unclear, betrays a lack of skill.
Experienced practitioners in the fileld of investigation will leave
the accused as long as possibie in doukt as to the nature of the
causes of suspicion;and by employing the technigue of cross-
examination and by Sswitching from one phase of his life to the
next, will try to zet at compromising facts. Full mastery of

this technique, however, is usually achicved only by members of the
Control Commissions of the Laender and the Central Control Com~
rission. The duration of the investlgatlon, in the school o¢-
casionally stretehling out over weeks, has & varticularly wearing
effect. Some functionaries, who have already gezined considerable
experience, try to soften up the accused by the deviece of asking
shoek guestions {such as « For what espionage organization do you
work?) .

After the investiration has come to an end, the functionary him-
self subjiects his mistekes and shortcomings to a Process of
self-cpiticism. The other functionazyies then enter into 2 dis-
cussior in order to resch a conclusion whether the gelf-criticism
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was adequate, or in turn offer their own criticism. It is a
special art to meet the requirements of the Party in the execu-
tion of self-criticism. It should be neither too exaggerated
nor too soft. It should indicate what caused the mistakes and
what steps are to be taken to ensure that similar mistakes are
not being made by the accused or by other functionaries. It
would be unwise to make a special plea for ccmrassion, by pointe-
iny out that the dross of a bourgecis past is still there and
requesting the Party’s ald in purging himself of those remnants.
That 1s a2 matter of course and need not be mentioned. What the
accused functionary is mainly expected to do iz to go to work

on himself. As a rule the functionaryi: gn:stion is reguired to
put critleism and self-critiecisms down in writins and to publish
1%t in a bulletin board newspaper. »

A case thaet has come up in school will frequently be handled for
months. The natural result is that the accused falls behind in
his studies and that his personal insecurity keeps increasing.
Finally, the accused thinks of nothing else than getting the thing
over with and finding his rest. Eventually he may decide to
shorten the process by making false confessions. The more compli-
cated the case gets, the more the accused will lose touch with

the room Kollektiv and with his personal acquaintasnces, who will
elther withdraw from him or will address him in a critical and
dldactle fashion, if at all,

In the last year the school has started a criticism and self-
criticism campaign. This campaign is aimed at subjecting every
student to a process of eriticism end self-criticism, frrespective
of eany special cause for suspiclcn beiug present. This, nowever,
has not met the approval of the Farty, because criticism an3 self-
criticism should not be practised in spurts, but develop into a
permenent factor in the 1life of each Party member. This, the
Party malntains, is in line with Zhdanov's dictum that the di-
alectical processes of socialism ave eriticism and self-criticism.

Responsibllity for the internal security of the Academy is vested
in the school board and the Party directorate of the academy.

The arrests of students ave performed in as unobtrusive a2 fashion
as possible. Any discussion of arrests is frowned uron.

On about 20 March (fnu) Buettner, formerly first secretary of the
SED Party district in Neustrelitz, who atiended the nine months
study course, and Peter Roeser, head of the Instrukteur (Org) “ec-
tion of the SED Party district in Neustrelitz, were arrested by

__the state securitv service. /

_ | Beyond this brief noticdWas no official dlscussion ot

the cases.
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In the middie of February 1950, Bernhard Thiel, one of the

most gilfted and capakle instructors of the academy who is &
member of the Poliit/Economics faculty, was suddenly cu:sted

and a short time later expelled from the Fariy. He vwasg knoun

%0 be a special protégd of the faeuliy head, Dr. (fnu) Lewmnitz,
This fact was unknown to the student body until 23 March when,
in the course of a lecture,; Fred Oelssner, broke the news,
(elssner, and siding with him the students, presented the

school board with a reguest for immediate information on the
civeunmstances of Thiel’s dismissal and an open discussion.

The latter took place on March 26 and 29 in all study courses.
Heinz Abraham, deputy school principal, delivered the official
address. He stated that Thiel had drafted the outline of a
lecture which contained quotations from Trotzky and which pro-
pounded a false economlc theory. Lemnitz had neglected to checlk
the outline. Abraham inserted a few correcilons. Nevertheless,
standing errors remained sznd the lccture was given with con~
siderable rhetorical pomp and received by the students withk a
frenzy of arplause {which| | is bestowed in-
diseriminately on all lecturers who exhibit rhetorical fervor).
Thiel was also charged with having uttered Trotzkyist views in

a speech delivered before the workers of the Stahl und Walzwerk
Hemningsdorf, and with having spread ameng hils fellow instruc~ °
tors “1lies" brozdcast by RIAS. After having been uncovered,
Thiel was forced to turn in all his private papers. The Partiy
secretary of the school searched his home in Kilein-Machnow.

iy the assessment of the case, mentlon was made of & formal
reprimand issued by the school board against Lemnity. The

whole student body was treated to the act of conirition and
self-criticism by Lemnitz which followed. Using a wealth of
condemnatery terms Lemnitz censured his own conduct, representing
nimself as a warning example. (This, however, did not seem to
interfere with his zest for living. Only a few hours later ne
attended a school dance with considerable abandon). In the
course of the further discussion, some aiarming features in
Thiel's past came to 1ight. The moral of this story was naturally
that every student should search his past for black spots and
should report them to the school administration. These black
spots, it was pointed out, are readily explolted by the American
esplonage service. The man with a blemished past who fails o
report this to his superiors automatically surrenders himself to

‘seizura by the claws of the class eneny. 4s a result of this

discussion several students submitted written reports to the
Farty Dirvectorate. They reported facts of their past which they
considered made themselves liable to Party censure., Almost with-
out exception, completely silly and insignificant facis were
cited. The graves: offense reported was thet one of the students
nad volunteered for Army service. Almost all self-denunclations
ended with the statement that, now having unburdened himself

the writer could Jook the Parity openly in the eye, It was aiso
concluded from the Thiel ineident that all phony liberalism
would finally have to be banished from the school, Indiserimi-
nate trawmpliing of feet and other applause after lectures would
have to cease. There should be more discussions held In an ag-

gressive spirit. The type of student who is taken in by rhetoriecsl

tpicks should become a thing ¢f the past. This, it should bve
recognized, was typlcal of the class eneny. Finally, listening
to RIAS broadcasts and reading Testern newspapers was branded as
a cepital crime.

Fach student gets free of charge the daily edition of "Noues
Deutschland® and each room a free copy of the "Taegliche
Rundschav®., &% the suggestlon of study course members, the
Kominform bulletin will also be included. TLelegations from the
revious FTast Zone Laender will be furnished the Party organ of
their respective Land. After the Press Conference in January
1950, the school took over the sponsorship of the Saechsische
Parteizeitung. Each study course has 1ts oun bulletin beard
newspaper. 4 functionavy of the Farty Directorate of every study
course 18 responsible for its contents. Ar. editorial commission
is composed of one member each drawn from ths Party groups
(seminars)}. The school bosrd puts cut its cwm newspuapel’, dew

vated to the discussion of theoreticaliproblsms end relying

iz
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mainly on contributions from faculty heads and teachers, Its re-
sponsible editor is a full-time functionary named Frau {fnu) Strange,
The bulletin board newspapers put out by the study courses will be
discontinued in.the near Tuture. Concurrently, the bulletin board
newspaper of the school board will be enlarged. It is felt that

the preoccupation with the editing of this newspaper detracts from
the pursuance of studies, The school has an archive which con-
tains copies of directives issued hy the Central Committee of the

CP (USSR? ard of all Vestern newspapers. Students are prohibited
from reading the latter. A school library loans out textbooks and
novels. Students are under instruction to turn over to the school
all literature of a Trotzkyisi, Fascist and broadly speaking hostile
nature, in their possession. This, of course, primarily applied to
students who came from the West. There is a selection of Trotzkylst
literature belonging to the school which is kept in the so-called
“Giftschrank®.

The school has a loud-speaker system, linked with each house in

the school compound. Important news originating with the school
poard, music, and a bell sign indicating the end of a break are
transmitted over this system. In the anteroom to the main asseubly
hall (Aula) 4s a radio set. The assembly hall itself 1s equipped .
with a microphone set-up. Radio sets in the varicus rooms are the
student's private property. Isch student is held responsible that
RILS 13 not heard on private sets. Violations are to be reported
without delay to the ,schonl board or the Farty Directorate. Maill
is distributed each noon. It reaches the mall room of the school
in the mornings. All outgoing mail is to be despatched through the
mail room. There is no official censorship. The official address
of the school is: Klein-lachnow, Postoffice Stahnsdorfi, Parteli-
hechschule Karl Marx, name of sbudy course. Students can telephone
with the cutside from 2 voom In the school.

The sehool buildings are locked at 11 Fil. Subterranean hallways
linking the various buildings are also locked, -The school has
three exits. All three are guarded by a watchmen who checks the
special credentials of the school. A1l rersons without such a
pass have the greatest difficuities gaining access to the school,
They have tc get permission either from the scheool board or the
Party Directorate. In case there is reason to belleve that a stu=-
dent may attempt to escape, the ruards at the gate are notified.
1f eircumstances warrant, students occupying rooms adjacent to
that of the suspect are alerted. The members of each study course
have a claim -to three or four days leave Cnce every six weeks.

Any speclal leave, which includes abcence from the school over
3aturday end Sunday, requlres special permission. Students who
reside in Potsdam or Berlin cen go home without special permisslon
:1f they leave after 1 PM on Saturday. They have to leave the ad-
dress at which they can be reached over the weekend with the school
office., By 11 P¥ on Sunday they have to be back in the school.

if they are late, their names are registed at the gate and they
have to report to the so-called Kontrollpunkt which is attended by
a functionary sround the clock.

In order to raise disecipline, discipline éontests have been held.
This contest requires each student to report to the contest function-
ary all infractions of discipline such as snaving during the period
set aside for home study. Then a minus score is chalked up against
the group to which the perpetrator belonrs. If a2 room Kollektiv

or a group Kollektiv fails to report such infractions, the respec~
tive Kollektiv is charged with ten minus points. This contest has
resulied in cases of contest functionaries hiding behind doors in
order to increase their score of minus points. The whole system

has been subjected to strong criticism and has been openly dis-
aussed by the student body. It is b-und te be abolished. The
nighest penalty meted out by the schuol 48 expulsion., An expulsion
is proposed by the Party group of the study course Party Tirectorate.
The school board and the sschool Party Divectorate elther approve or
disapprove the expulsion.
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Tre food 1s pead.  The rare Includes 100 grams of fat per day.
¥eat or saussge is served at least once a day. Weak or sick

P 'ng are ailowed a special diet, &specially butter and milk,
Mol la o are <¢irved at fixed hours, with punctuslity being rigidly
anforced. 'ardiness is strongly criticised. An Infirmary in
the sehuol with “we nlght ana day nursed permanently assigned
takes carc of the sick. A woman doctor from Niederschoenhausen
is avallal.us for consultation in the school three times a week,
In case ol serious 1liness the patient is immediately trans-
ferred to the hospital in Klein-dMachnow or in Buch

Every fowr wieks the students are weighed. At longer intervals
they are X-raved. The most frequent sickness 1s tuberculosis.
Spaclal care is deveted to countraception. It appears thet the
school administraclon and the Party Directorate have resigned
hemselves fc the prevalence of so-called "Schuelerehen", '.e.,
male and fencle entering into 11licit relationships. The
school defijltelv frowns on pregnancy. The issuing of contra-
ceptive devices )s promoted with conslderable zeal. Pregnancy
calls for sriticism and self-criticism and definitely reflects
on the recurd of the Party school affected. Abortions are per-
formed by "he wopnan doctor on the premises, not in the hospitals
outside th: school.

A1l studzits who, at the time of their entry into the school,
were in ‘he sfate service are entitled to receive their pay for
six montis. Recent directives provide for Party and trade union
functioraries to continue receiving their pay for twelve months.
Student who came stralght from the Soviet Union draw a stipend
of betwzen 10C and 1%0 East Marks per month. All students bene-
£it frm salies of textlles and shoes which take place under the
zuspicss of the school.

Most students are members of the "Volkshuelne" (a cultural
orgarlzation entitling its members to attend theater performances
fres of charge). Once every four weeks they attend theater and
opera performances in East Berlin., Twice a week a movie is
shom free of charge on the school premises. The Thursday per-
fornance 1s devoted to the showing of a film which fits the

tiwne of a current training course, almost without excepticn of
Suviet meke. Some of the old Soviet movies are also shown
(yttleship Poterkin, ete.). On Sundays movies whieh had their
vomlere the week before are shown, Twice a month, on Saturday,
ire students attend a study course party, with dancing as

e main feature. Each Monday eienlng is set aside for a cul-
oral alffalr. A leading cultural functionary, suech as Erpenbeck,
he cultural cditor of "Neues Deutschland”, lectures on Marxian
iesthetics. In additlon the Party groups (each seminar beilng
aquivalent to a Party group) have their owa cultural affairs;

the anniversaries of Karl Marx, Ernst Thaelmann, etc. On Sun-
days the Party groups or a whole study course go on hikes, visit
for example, the war memurial in Trepiow Park, the Stalin ex-

shibit at the Leipzig Fair. The school sends delegations, pre-

ferably composed of members from Vestern Germany, to big state
affairs such as the opening of the 3rd parlicament in Leipzig.
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